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LIANG CHEN
Architect, Artist

Liang Chen attempts at discussing the possibility of a paradox through his dual practice of architecture and art: infinity within
the finite. Mathematician Georg Cantor once used the first Hebrew letter, ®(Aleph), to signify “the finite/infinite set”, which evokes
mysteries, infinity, space-time, as well as their interconnection, boundaries and freedom. Liang Chen tried to discuss the new definition
of this symbol.

For any given set of entities, such as a concrete concept, an object, or a space, Liang Chen studies closely their shift, progression
and spatial-temporal accumulation over long-term time, multi-layered time, and on large scales. Facilitating bodily immersions, he
strives to construct new individual experiences and memories, which he then converts into new space-time through creative intervention.
Liang Chen called the working method of "excavating and intervening in the space subconscious with space as the main body called
spatial hypnosis

Influenced by historian Fernand Braudel during his college years, Liang Chen experimented with a long-termed and multi-layered
observation of architectural sites. He examined blocks and buildings, the formation of cities and substances, and people's daily
behaviors. The discussions on the infiniteness about the longitudinal and time axis are further carried out to explore the clues of the
site, and then a specific design method of space intervention is used to penetrate the site and the entire time and space. After a long-
term and multi-layered time research of the Northeastern city, Changchun, Liang Chen began to study his hometown Dandong, Liaoning
Province, with the same method from 2013. Applying the universe to be the new spatial-temporal coordinate, his analysis spans from the
Big Bang, the formation of the earth, to the geology of Dandong, constitution of its landscapes, neighborhoods and streets, and finally
ends in the residential building where he grew up, manifested in its three interior decorations from three different periods. Through a
sub-conscious recapitulation of childhood city and architectural space, Liang Chen intends to awaken a sub-consciousness of substance
and scope. This hometown study and self-analysis became the departure point and source for Liang Chen's work

On the other hand, built on his research and practical experience in Erguna, Dandong, and Xinjiang, Liang Chen initiated
interdisciplinary research "Border Project" in art, architecture, and anthropology. As a critical phenomenon in post-modern global
cultural landscape, the temporal and spatial disparity between contemporary art and "local culture" is gradually dissolving and
referencing each other, reconstructing the order and boundaries of global public culture. Therefore, the study of local knowledge has
become necessary to understand the specific context of contemporary knowledge production. The Border Project focuses on borderlands

which are at the forefront of knowledge production and exchange. Starting from geographical borders, Border Project attempts to explore
more possibilities for artistic innovation by taking an interdisciplinary view of the broader borders of culture, history, language

and social milieu.

Born in 1987 in Dandong, Liaoning, China
2006-2011 Studied at Jilin Jianzhu University, Bachelor of Architecture

2011-2015 Worked in Vector Architects, as associate and project architect, completed the Seashore Library and the Courtyard Hybrid
projects

2014, 2016 As teaching assistant, completed the open design teaching of Tsinghua University School of Architecture: "The Space of
Light" (Dong Gong Group

2017 Began independent architecture and art practice,founded Studio:Aleph-Liangchen

2019 Established the curation group: SRI (Space Research Institute) with i t curator Sun Dongd

Currently works and lives in Beijing
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